
 

 

 

Islington Futures Federation Chair of Governors Advertisement 

 

Islington Futures Federation, a group of four schools, was set up four years ago and each school has 
been on an invigorating journey over that period with exciting ambitions for the future. The four schools 
are all based in the Borough of Islington: Beacon High, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (EGA), Copenhagen 
Primary School and Vittoria Primary school. 

This is both an exciting and challenging time in education and for each of our schools. The London 
Borough of Islington has a very strong commitment to its schools and all the young people in the 
borough. It has a new strong leadership team under John Abby and Sarah Callaghan and is well 
placed to support the Federation.  
 
Our schools have flourished over the last four years despite falling pupil numbers in the area and the 
impact of two years of the Covid pandemic.  Since the Federation was formed, we have transformed 
Beacon High (formerly Holloway) from an Ofsted rating of ‘requires improvement’ to ‘good’. Both 
Vittoria and Copenhagen are also rated good and EGA outstanding. The senior team of the 
Federation, with its experienced Executive Head and Headteachers, provides inspirational and 
reflective leadership. 
 
The role of the Chair of Governors should be viewed in the same light as that of the Chair of the Board 
in any other sector. It is a demanding, complex and multi-faceted role. The Chair leads the Governing 
Board, ensuring it fulfils its functions effectively and maintains a strategic focus. The culture of the Board 
is largely determined by its Chair who is “first among equals”, though with no defined individual power. 
A good Chair works well with school leaders to advise and shape proposals to be discussed at the 
board meetings.  

The Chair of the Federation is a leadership role that provides clear direction to the governing board 
which works as a team to challenge, support and contribute to the strategic leadership of the schools. 
As well as leader of the Board, the Chair is at times a confidante, a manager, a critical friend, a 
cheerleader, an ambassador, an arbitrator and possibly a mentor and coach. 

Attached you will find further information on our Federation, the role of the Chair and personal 
specification. 

How to Apply: 

We want our Governing Board to include members with a broad range of experience, backgrounds 
and skills that not only reflect the community we serve but contribute to our long-term goals and add 
real value to our strategic decision making. We welcome applications from the widest possible diversity 
of backgrounds and all appointments are made on merit following a fair and transparent process. 

If you would like a confidential, informal discussion about the role or to arrange a visit to one of our 
schools please contact Hilary Furey at Hilary.Furey@islingtonfutures.org. 

If you would like to be considered for the position, please submit an up-to-date CV with a covering 
letter explaining why you believe you would be suitable for the role. 

All Chairs and governors are required to adhere to the Islington Futures Federation Code of Conduct 
and make an annual Declaration of Interests.  

Islington Futures Federation is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people; all successful candidates will be subject to an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service 
check. 


